


Who is QAIA?

New York City Queers Against Israeli Apartheid (NYC-QAIA) is a group of queer activists who support 
Palestinians’ right to self-determination, and challenge Israel’s occupation of the West Bank & East Jeru-
salem as well as the military blockade of Gaza. We stand with Palestinian civil society’s call for boycott, 
divestment and sanctions (BDS) against Israel, and the call by Palestinian queer groups to end the oc-
cupation as a critical step for securing Palestinian human rights as well as furthering the movement for 
Palestinian queer rights. Check out QAIA: 
http://queersagainstisraeliapartheid.blogspot.com

What is PINKWASHING & PINKWATCHING anyway?

“Pinkwashing” is attempts by some supporters of Israel to defend Israeli occupation and apartheid by 
diverting attention to Israel’s supposedly good record on LGBT rights.  Anti-pinkwashing is pinkwatch-
ing. Pinkwatching activists (like NYC-QAIA) work to expose Israeli pinkwashing tactics and counter 
them through our messaging that queer struggle globally is not possible until there is liberation for all 
people, and that Israel being washed as a gay-haven instead of an Apartheid settler state is unjustly 
saying: human rights for some, not all. Instead of that, pinkwatchers say to Israel: Don’t pinkwash your 
apartheid! There is no freedom for queer Palestinians until there is freedom for ALL Palestinians! 
For info on global pinkwatching, check out: www.pinkwatchingisrael.com.

QAIA’s struggle with NYC’s LGBT Center:

FEBRUARY 2011
The New York City LGBT Community Center responds to threats of a funding boycott from Islamo-
phobe Michael Lucas by banning the Siegebusters Working Group and canceling the event Siege-
busters was planning for Israeli Apartheid Week (IAW).

MARCH 5
Siegebusters and allies demonstrate in front of the Center, whose management hires armed security 
personnel to police the demonstration.

MARCH 13
At a community forum attended by more than 200 people, the Center’s executive director (ED) and 
board defend the decision to ban Siegebusters.

MARCH 21
Progressives concerned about insensitivity, censorship and corporatization start Queers for an Open 
LGBT Center (QFOLC). The Center refuses to meet with or rent space to QFOLC.

APRIL 1
An alliance of community-based groups of color meet with the ED about the Center’s insensitivity to 
youth and people of color as well as the Siegebusters ban.

LATE APRIL
QFOLC members and others found NYC Queers Against Israeli Apartheid (QAIA) to contest the oc-
cupation of Palestine. The Center rejects meeting space requests from QAIA.

MAY 24-25
NYC QAIA and QFOLC invites queers and allies to a meeting in the lobby of the Center. The Center 
approves a QAIA request for space for a few meetings. Michael Lucas threatens for a boycott of city 
funding of the Center.

MAY 26
QAIA’s meeting takes place in Room 412 instead of the lobby.  Planning proceeds for QAIA’s pride 
contingents. A meeting is scheduled for June 8.

JUNE 
QAIA participates in Queens & Brooklyn Pride Parades, Trans Day of Action, Dyke March, and NYC 
LGBT Pride March in Manhattan, eliciting positive responses in all; but one group of pro-Palestinian 
queers with a different contingent is pushed and shoved by a pro-Israel contingent.

JUNE 2
The Center announces a ban on Palestine solidarity organizing and a moratorium on discussion of 
Israel/ Palestine. The ED refuses to meet with QAIA.

JUNE 8
QAIA holds a sit-in/meeting in the LGBT Center lobby.

JUNE 20
QFOLC and QAIA members demonstrate at the Center Garden Party.

LATE SUMMER & EARLY FALL 2011
QAIA holds sit-in meetings at the Center. QuAIA Toronto members attend in August.

MARCH 3, 2012
QAIA organizes a two-hour occupation of the Center that draws over 200 activists which is the 
basis of this zine. 

SPRING 2012
QAIA participates in the initiative to press for a referendum on a boycott of Israeli goods at the Park 
Slope Food Co-op, a majority of members who vote against it on March 27.

FEBRUARY 2013
QAIA invites Sarah Schulman to read from her new book, Israel-Palestine and the Queer International, 
for its IAW 2013 event. Gay City News reports on the Center’s rejection of QAIA’s space request, 
which provokes outrage, including a petition letter to the Center that gains 1000 signatures. 

FEBRUARY 2013
The Center lifts the ban on Siegebusters and QAIA and the moratorium on Palestine solidarity organ-
izing. Council Speaker Christine Quinn, Assembly Member Deborah Glick, Senator Brad Hoylman 
and Council Member Jimmy Van Bramer issue a statement commending the Center’s decision as well 
as the new guidelines prohibiting “hate speech”; the openly gay officials also praise Israel and attack 
the BDS movement as well as pinkwatching. 
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